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- Solar Powered Mind Movies

Fred Greenhalgh recording sounds in the Maine woods. .
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by Christine Laurel

Audio Drama, also known
as Mind Movies, is making a
comeback, not so much on ra-
dio broadcasts, but in a digital
format that can be downloaded
to an MP3 player or iPod; and
if making the front page of the
Wall Street Journal is any indi-
cator of successful involvement
in this new take on a retro art
form, then Maine writer and pro-
ducer Frederick Greenhalgh’s
production company, FinalRune
Productions, is right in the thick
of things.

Yet, this digital audio dra-
matist is powering his in-home
off-grid studio with solar panels.
In fact, Mother Nature plays a
significant role in FinalRune’s
productions. Rather than creat-
ing sound effects in the studio

as .

woods and streets with a micro-
phone and records the genuine
article.

Some of his audio dramas
are collaborative projects in
which he works with theatre
companies adapting books or
stories into “stories for the ear.”
Many more are original stories
written by Greenhalgh himself,
available for free on his web-
site: http://www.finalrune.com/.
Even with the publicity gener-
ated by the February 25th Wall
Street Journal article written
by Barry Newman, Greenhalgh
finds that keeping down his pro-
duction costs and offering his
audio drama downloads free
of charge is key to establishing
both himself as an artist and the
industry. “I’m trying to build an
audience for this kind of work,”

extra dollars per month.”

Part of keeping down
costs means a simple lifestyle,
which 26-year-old Greenhalgh
shares with girlfriend Amy, a
dog, three goats, four ducks,
17 chickens and “a turkey who
thinks he’s a chicken,” in a 500
square foot passive solar house
which he heats with about half
a cord of wood per year. Elec-
tricity is courtesy of the sun, in-
cluding the FinalRune Produc-
tions studio.

Greenhalgh credits his
enthusiasm for the homestead-
ing lifestyle to his parents,
back-to-the-landers  Elizabeth
Davis and Glenn Greenhalgh,
and grandparents, Ivan Fick-
ett, who grew up on a farm
in East Machias, and Marion
Fickett, a long-time nurse with
Marshall’s Healthcare. There
in East Machias, surrounded by
creativity, computers, and farm
animals, Greenhalgh grew up
writing stories. After gradu-
ating from the University of
Southern Maine with a degree
in Media Studies, he used his
writing skills and knowledge
of communications technolo
to create a sustainable lifestyle
— economically as well as eco-
logically sustainable.

Not wanting to leave
Maine, Greenhalgh bucked the
current trend of his generation
and stayed put, finding employ-

manager for ReVision Energy
— a company that installs solar
panels. In addition to the ob-
vious symmetry of this line of
work with his back-to-nature
roots, Greenhalgh appreciates
the independence and free time
it gives him, which has enabled
him to develop his writing and
producing skills through Final-
Rune’s mind movie niche.
“Creating and sharing sto-
ries — that’s what I'm hardwired
to do,” says Greenhalgh, “that’s
what reallv mativates me ” w



